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as more substantial, more authentic, more plain and evident, can
not be brought forth for any part of ground within our realm.
The same was nevertheless by them denied, refused, and the
evidence only for this cause rejected, that it was made (as they
alleged) by Englishmen. And yet it was so ancient, as it could"
not be counterfeit now, and the value of the ground so litde, and
of so small weight, as no man would have attempted to falsify for
such a matter. And yet this denial being in this wise made unto
our commissioners, they nevertheless by our commandment
departed as friends fro the commissioners of Scotland, taking
order as hath been accustomed for good rule upon the Borders
in the mean time.

After which their recess, the Lord Maxwell, Warden of the
West Marches of Scotland, made proclamation for good rule, but
yet added therewith, the borderers of Scotland should withdraw
their goods from the borderers of England: and incontinently
after, the Scottish men borderers, the fourth of July, entered into
our realm suddenly, and spoiled our subjects, contrary to our
leagues, even after such extremity as it had been in time of open
war.   Whereat we much marvelled, and were compelled there-
fore to furnish our Border with a garrison for defence of the
same.    Whereupon the  King of Scots  sent unto us James
Leyrmouth, Master of his Household, with letters devised in
the most pleasant manner, offering redress and reformation of all
attemptates.    And yet nevertheless at the entry of the said
Leyrmouth into England, a great number of Scots, then not
looked for, made a foray into our borders, to the great annoy-
ance of our subjects, and to their extreme detriment, wherewith
and with that unseemly dissimulation, we were not a little
moved, as reason would we should.   And yet did we not finally
so extremely persecute and continue our said displeasure, but
that we gave benign audience to the said Leyrmouth, and suffered
our self to be somewhat altered by his words and fair promises,
tending to the persuasion that we ever desired, to find the King
of Scots such a nephew unto us, as our proximity of blood, with
our gratuity unto him did require*

In the mean time of these fair words, the deeds of the
borders were as extreme as might be, and our subjects spoiled: